Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 MEXICO 04704 080301Z 
12 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 DRC-01 /096W 

079275 

R 072323Z IUN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2013 
INFO AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 4704 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, Cl, MX 

SUBJECT: MEXICAN REACTION TO RABASA VISIT TO CHILE. 

REFS: A) MEXICO 4573 

B) MONTERREY A-67 OF JUNE 4, 1974 (NOTAL) 

1. LATEST NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENT IN CONTINUING PUBLIC DEBATE 
ON MEXICAN-CHILEAN RELATIONS IS THE APPEARANCE IN 

MEXICO OF DEFENDERS NOT ONLY OF THE RECONCILIATION ARRANGED 
DURING FONMIN RABASA'S TRIP TO CHILE BUT ALSO OF THE 
PINOCHET REGIME. MEXICAN CONSERVATIVES ARE MAKING A 
CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO PRESENT A MORE FAVORABLE PICTURE OF THE 
CHILEAN GOVERNMENT AND THEREBY OFFSET EARLIER PORTRAYALS 
OF IT AS A REPRESSIVE CLIQUE OF MILITARY MEN WHO USURPED 
POWER AND PRACTICE TORTURE. 

2. ON JUNE 2, EL HERALDO, A MODERATE-TO-CONSERVATIVE 
MEXICO CITY DAILY WITH A CIRCULATION OF 90,000, DEVOTED 
ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF ITS FIRST PAGE AND A FULL INSIDE 
PAGE TO A STORY ABOUT, SEVERAL PHOTOS OF AND THE FULL 
TEXT OF A LENGTHY INTERVIEW OF GENERAL PINOCHET WHICH 
TOOK PLACE ON MAY 29. WHILE NO NEW GROUND WAS BROKEN, 

THIS DID PROVIDE A PROMINENT FORUM FOR PINOCHET TO 
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3. ON JUNE 5, EL HERALDO EDITORIALIZED THAT ITS SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENT, ERNESTO JULIO TEISSIER, WHO WENT TO CHILE 
LATE LAST MONTH PROVIDED A DISTINCTLY DIFFERENT IMAGE 
OF REALITY IN THAT COUNTRY THAN GIVEN IN THE PREVIOUSLY 
AVAILABLE NEWS REPORTS WHICH WERE COLORED BY PROPAGANDA. 
WHILE NOTING THAT PINOCHET HIMSELF CONCEDES THAT CONDITIONS 
IN CHILE STILL ARE FAR FROM IDEAL, THE EDITORIAL ARGUES 

THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NOTEABLE IMPROVEMENTS UNDER THE JUNTA. 
THE BLAME FOR MOST OF WHAT IS WRONG WITH CHILE IS PLACED ON 
THE ALLENDE GOVERNMENT. IN FACT THE CHAOS DURING THE 
FINAL MONTHS OF THE ALLENDE REGIME WAS CALLED THE BEST 
EVIDENCE EVER ENCOUNTERED OF THE FAILURE OF A SYSTEM WHICH 
NEVER HAD ANY VALUE. THREE-FOURTHS OF THE REST OF THE EDITORIAL 
PAGE IS DEVOTED TO COLUMNS FAVORABLE TO THE CURRENT GOVERN- 
MENT OF CHILE. 

4. IN EDITORIALS JUNE 3 AND 5, RIGHT OF CENTER EL SOL 
(CIRCULATION 80,000) PRAISED RABASA FOR OBTAINING THE 
SAFECONDUCT PASSES FOR 71 ASYLEES AND IMPROVING RELATIONS 
WITH CHILE, THEREBY STRENGTHENING LATIN AMERICAN UNITY. 

5. LEFTIST BISHOP SERGION MENDEZ ARCEO, (WHO IS A HIGHLY 
CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WAS A 
PERSONAL FRIEND OF ALLENDE'S AND WAS THE ONLY BISHOP TO 
TAKE A LEADING ROLE ON THE "CHRISTIANS FOR SOCIALISM" 

MEETING IN SANTIAGO IN MAY OF 1972) CRITICIZED RABASA'S 
VISIT TO CHILE AS AN ACT WHICH HAS DISTURBED ALL WHO ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT LIBERTY AND INDIVIDUAL SAFETY IN CHILE. 

BISHOP MENDEZ IN TURN WAS ATTACKED BOTH FOR MAKING A 
POLITICAL SPEECH FROM THE PULPIT AND FOR CRITICIZING 
RABASA'S SUCCESSFUL HUMANITARIAN MISSION IN COLUMN WHICH 
ORIGINALLY APPEARED IN EL UNIVERSAL AND LATER APPEARED IN 
OTHER PAPERS AS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT OF THE MEXICAN 
CONSTITUTIONALIST FRONT. 

6. COPIES OF PINOCHET INTERVIEW BEING POUCHED TO SECSTATE 
AND SANTIAGO. 

JOVA 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, JUNTA, MINISTERIAL VISITS, POLITICAL SITUATION, PRESS CONFERENCES, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: smithrj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MEXICO04704 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 47-0204 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740665/aaaacdzs.tel 

Line Count: 99 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A) MEXICO 4573 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: smithrj 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 SEP 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <19 FEB 2003 by smithrj> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEXICAN REACTION TO RABASA VISIT TO CHILE. 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, OVIP, Cl, MX, (RABASA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



